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Summer is upon us, so they say, but here in my part of Devon we have had mixed weather conditions 

with cooler than normal temperatures especially at night but less rainfall than most. This is to be 

expected now the cricket season has commenced! 
 

Those in Goa are enjoying the pre-monsoon rains that will bring the temperature and humidity down. 

 

Day Care Centre. 
 

The centre continues to flourish despite the extreme temperatures that precede the monsoons making 

the work of the physiotherapists very difficult. 
 

At present we have thirty-six children attending for Physiotherapy, thirty-one for Recreational 

therapy and thirty for Occupational therapy. 
 

On 21st March 2024 the centre hosted an event to celebrate World Down Syndrome Day when Ms. 

Avila Kane, a trained and licensed Zumba instructor, held a one-hour session with the staff and 

patients. 
 

I am often asked what ailments befall our patients – two new patients, a 5-year-old boy patient, 

named Kiyansh, is suffering from Nemaline Rod Myopathy, Schaff Yang Syndrome together with 

Bronchopneumonia. (I had to ‘Google’ these to find out what they were!), and a 4-year-old boy, 

Ojas, who is recovering from a recent operation for a cleft lip and palate, has development delays. 
 

Those of you who know Sonali, who is a member of our staff, will know Durgesh her son, who is 

also a patient at the Centre. Durgesh had a seizure and was admitted to the GMC hospital on 1st April 

where he remains supported by a ventilator. We all wish him well. 

 

Starting Point School. 
 

Like all schools in Goa, Starting Point has been closed for the summer holidays and has been 

preparing to welcome some new children as well as those who have been in attendance in previous 

years totalling 38 children. 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the new starters. This photo was taken 

today Monday 10th June first day at school! 
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Educational Sponsorship Scheme. 
 

The students have been on their summer break since mid-April and will all be preparing to resume 

their studies at the various universities, colleges and schools. 
 

This is a very busy time for Jane who not only has to visit each educational establishment to enrol 

and pay for the school fees etc but must purchase all the goods needed by the students as dictated by 

the schools. 
 

To give you an idea of what is involved these photos show Jane’s shopping list of items she has to 

purchase to distribute to the students. In addition to the 168 dozen (yes 168 dozen!) exercise books, 

Jane must buy 60 pieces of all the other items listed – one big shopping spree! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In addition to this list Jane has to organise all their uniforms, shoes, P.E. kits, etc. 

 

Outreach Work. 
 

We continue to supply monthly rations to those families who, for whatever reason (usually health 

and disability), are unable to provide for themselves. This remains at a steady thirty families 

receiving this each month. 
 

Sponsors and supporters. 
 

I have no hesitation to constantly repeating my thanks to all of you who continue to support this 

charity which is reflected in the successes of those who have benefitted from a good education to 

those unfortunate children who suffer various disabilities whose progress is painstakingly slow but 

means so much to them and their families. 

 

Best wishes to you all. 

 

 


